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MR HAIGH | would like to wel cone you here
concerning the Western Myjave Plan in general and the
devel opnent of vehicle -- notorized vehicle access in
the public lands and the desert in specific.

My nane is Bill Haigh. | amthe Wst Mjave
Pl an Project Manager. Sitting up here at the table is
recreation planner Les Weks. Valerie Pilnmer will be
the master of cerenonies, bringing people up to speak
and showi ng people where to talk. She is in the pink
shirt.

And to take down everyone's comments, we have a
court reporter sitting here right in front of ne. So
everything that's said tonight will go into the official
record. And a copy will be kept in our office and will
be available to hel p us throughout the planning process.

Qur purpose tonight is to take oral comments
and thoughts on the whol e process of trying to cone up
with a vehicle access network in this part of the
California desert.

If you remenber, those of you who are famliar
with the West Mojave Plan, the goal of the plan is to
come up with a strategy that will conserve desert
tortoises and other wildlife in the desert and at the

same time doing it in a manner that provides appropriate
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notori zed vehicle access to the desert.

That's laid out by Congress and federal |aw
It's right up there in front under the acronym FLPVA
provi di ng outdoor recreation uses including where
appropriate off-road recreation vehicle use in the
California desert, while at the same tinme conserving
rare and endangered animals. And that's our chall enge
in the West Mbjave Plan, conserve the tortoises and
ot her animals and provi de of f-hi ghway vehicl e access.

Thi s whol e process that we are goi ng through
right now, the field checks, the maps you see on the
wal |, are part of the effort we will be engaged in in
the next six to eight nonths to try to come up with a
proposed action, a proposed vehicle access network that
works for wildlife in the desert that we will |ook at,
and an environnental inpact statenent that will go out
for public review by this time next year

And that environnental inpact statement will -
bet ween now and the end of that environnental process
wi || have probably, in the next year or so, public
comments, public neetings, to develop this vehicle
access networKk.

We have had three or four neetings recently
here in Ridgecrest to talk about this. W had a

guesti on-and-answer neeting that was held | ast March
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We had an open house that was held over in the seniors
center near here in May, and that -- the request of a
nunber of persons for having this neeting tonight to
accept oral comments.

Those of you who are reviewi ng our maps of sone
of the -- of the El Paso Mountains, Ridgecrest, and Red
Mount ain areas -- we have had maps out with a suggested
starting point vehicle access network for about three
nonths now. Your witten conments should be submtted
to our office in Riverside by July 31st.

So those witten conments and the oral comments
you will make today will be considered when we revise
that network and try to come up with a formal proposa
that we will look at in great detail next year in the
envi ronnment i nmpact statenent.

So tonight, after a couple of introductory
announcenents, we will get into listening to your public
comments on the process we are going through. And
first, though, I would like to make a coupl e of
announcenent s.

Over the last few nmonths, we have had people
who said one thing we want to nmake sure of is that you
base all your decisions on good science, that you have
sufficient staff explain the "why" that goes into it,

the reasons for decisions to allow off-highway vehicles
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in certain areas, and why they m ght have to be
restricted in other areas, that you don't do it for an
arbitrary reason.

And to help us out coming to that, in the |ast
two nonths, we have retained a consulting firm CH2M
HIll, with a full team of biologists, recreation
pl anners, conputer map specialists, a lot of other folks
to give us a lot nore expertise and a |lot nore fol ks
available to put into this effort to make sure that what
we cone up with in this process is based on good science
and good rationale, and that the coments that you nake
can be considered by these fol ks, by us, when we cone up
wi th a proposal

Les Weks is the recreation planner for CH2M
Hll. He is comng up to Ridgecrest. He is available
to neet with any of you fol ks who would |ike small
private nmeetings with himto talk about this issue.

And Tom Peters is leading up the effort for CH
in his offices down in the Los Angel es basin. Tom if
you could stand up. And you are free after the neeting
to talk to Tom about this whol e process, as well.

The second thing to keep in mnd tonight, you
will see a schedule that | held up at the last public
nmeeting, a schedule for the whole West Mj ave pl anni ng

process, that shows the off-highway vehicle reviews that
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we are doing this sumer, fall, and the environnenta
i npact statenent next year.

One comment that we have had over the last five
or six weeks is that the schedule is too conpressed,
that we are having too much of the review efforts
concentrated in the sumer nonths, and it's just an
over whel m ng wor kl oad.

VWhat | amtrying to do is come up with ideas
for amendi ng that schedule within the confines of sone
of the scheduling deadlines we have to provide nore
time, to stretch this out, and to try to focus this on
the areas of the desert where we really have to devel op
a good, rough notorized vehicle route network where you
have real critical wildlife val ues.

So any suggestions you m ght have about
schedul i ng, about maki ng maps avail abl e, about maki ng
this review work better for you, constructive, very
specific coments, | would really appreciate that
tonight. Because we will take those to heart and try to
pass those along to CH and to our folks.

In addition, any scheduling nodifications, | am
going to take up in three weeks on the 25th at the G een
Tree Inn in Victorville with a special subcommttee we
call Task Goup 2. They are working with this notorized

vehicle access issue. And | will talk to them about
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what changes we nmight have to make in response to what
you fol ks here say.

So what | would like to do is get into the
public coment part. Wen we call your nanme -- and
Valerie here will call the nanes. W would ask you to
conme up here to the mcrophone and identify yourself,
who you might be representing. And as you speak, the
court reporter will record your comments.

Try tolimt it to about five mnutes or so,
gi ven the nunber of people in here. |If you go alittle
over it, that's fine, too. Just to nmake sure that
everybody has a chance to speak, try to be specific and
l[imt yourself to five or six mnutes, give or take.
And, also, if you could nake your coments as
constructive as possible, as things we should do to nmake
this process nore responsive, that would help a lot.

So with that, I think I will turn it over to
Valerie to call the first person. And we will sit up at
the front. |If you have any questions specifically you
woul d I'i ke to address, you can ask them and we can
respond to those questions. Valerie?

M5. PILMER: Let nme just add, we have
request-to-speak forns on the table in the back. And if
you haven't filled one out already, and you have an urge

to speak during the nmeeting, if you could please fil
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one out and put it in the box. And Loretta in the back
will make sure we get it. And we will call your nane.

The first speaker that we have tonight is Caro

Landry.

M5. CAROL LANDRY: | am Carol Landry. | am
fromHesperia, California. | am an independent horse
per son.

No. one, | feel BLMis in violation of the NEPA
process for the route designation portion of WEMO, and
is not in conpliance with RS 2477 as mandat ed by
Congress in 1976, that specifically and explicitly
reaffirmall grants previously nade.

Two, | amunaware of any Notice of Intent since
the initial filing in the Federal Register approxinmately
eight to ten years ago. This plan has been altered a
m ni mum of three tinmes since that tine. Info given to
t he public has been poor, at best, in other words, no
accurate data, maps, or supporting criteria for route
cl osures or expansion of wildlife areas.

I am al so unaware of provisions for the
Anericans with Disabilities for the route closures. |
feel I have not been given due process in this
managenent plan. Plus, | resent the inefficiency of the
BLMto performin the public interest, not their own.

There is no doubt the BLMis counting on public
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apathy on these issues of access, perhaps feeling only a
few w || speak up, but not follow through because of
personal, famly, and work commtnments. However, |
personal |y know peopl e are involved and al so speak at
public neetings and right to elected officials who are
busily followi ng through. Please |isten and act
accordingly. Thank you.

MS. PILMER: The next person will be Stan Haye.
And follow ng Stan Haye, we will ask Sophia Merk. So
you m ght be ready to come up.

MR, STAN HAYE: My nane is Stan Haye. | live
here in Ridgecrest. And | would like to nention first
toni ght that whenever access is nentioned, | would Iike
everyone to renenber that the word "notorized" should be
put in front of it. Wat we are tal king about is
notori zed access. W are not tal king about closing the
desert or making it into a mlitary base. W are just
tal ki ng about notorized access.

Also |like to enmphasi ze that FLPMA says
nmot ori zed access shoul d be provi ded where appropriate.
That's the key. And | think that's probably what we are
di scussing is the words "where appropriate.”

Mot ori zed access should be regulated to prevent
damage to other resources and conflicts with other

users. And that's mandated by the |law and by the
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regul ati ons.

The routes that are open should provide
necessary access to private property, mning clains, so
on and so forth. There doesn't need to be any duplicate
routes. And the routes that are open shoul d provide
thi s m ni num anount of access.

They should be located, as | say, to elimnate
duplication and to mnimze erosion and nmai nt enance and
conformto the standards of the California Of-Wy
Vehi cl e Program Because sone of the noney for
mai ntai ning this does come fromthe State of California.
So these routes should conformto that -- to those
st andar ds.

The routes should al so mnimze disturbance to
ot her natural values. And the consultants shoul d take
that into considerati on when they map these routes and
do their work.

| think that's it. W are not against
nmotori zed access at all in the desert. | enjoy it
nmyself. But it needs to be regulated, as | say, to
prevent danage to other resources and conflicts with
ot her users. Thank you.

M5. PILMER: Follow ng this speaker, Lorelei
Oviatt will be next.

M5. SOPHIA MERK: H. M nane is Sophia Ann



11



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Merk. M friends call ne Sam And | live in the area
that will be affected by the WEMO plan. The foll ow ng
isalist of items that | believe has not been conpleted
by the BLM before initiating the route designations as
pr oposed.

The scope of the WEMO pl an has changed
significantly since the initial assessnment over ten
years ago. Today, there is no -- been no Notice of
Intent published in the Federal Register

The BLM has chosen to ignore the established
procedure of devel oping a conplete and accurate
i nventory of the routes in the planning area:

Det er mi ni ng whi ch roads i nvol ve resource nanagenent

i ssues, exploring different opportunities to correct the
probl ens before closing the roads, correct signage of

exi sting roads, and devel opi ng a set of managenent
alternatives to be included in the draft environment.

The BLM does not have an accurate inventory of
exi sting routes. Aerial photography is not the same on
the -- as on-the-ground field checks. There are no
route nunbers identifying designations on the specific
roads shown on the maps.

Roads going to partials on two-and-a-half acres
wi Il not show up on these naps. And private property

owners will now have to justify their existence. Roads
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going to water sources do not show up on these maps,
al t hough water is critical in the desert.

And correct analysis of roads is not supplied,
i.e., the frequency the roads are traveled, the typica
season that's used these roads, the purpose, and what
mtigating factors already are in existence.

There are no rationale for closing these roads.
The information usually includes vegetation maps,
habi tat maps, and soil nmaps. These are all mssing from
the current proposal. |In conclusion, I would like to
state that the nonent a vehicle | eaves the pavenent, it
becomes an off-road vehicle. Not all people use it for
t he sane purpose.

If | choose to drive ny parents' 1986 Canry to
take nmy father to look at wild flowers in the El Pasos,
to do ny school work using ny four-wheel-drive truck for
a geology field trip, or to wite poetry with a friend
usi ng a two-wheel -drive sedan. Thank you.

M5. PILMER Lorelei Oviatt. She will be
foll owed by Supervisor John MQuiston

M5. LORELEI OVIATT: | am Lorelei,
L-o-r-e-l-e-i, Oviatt, Ov-i-a-t-t. | ama senior
pl anner with the Kern County Pl anni ng Depart nent.

The Kern County Pl anni ng Departnment has

participated in the West ©Mjave Plan since its
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begi nni ngs before 1996. W are active nenbers of the
Super Group, the Steering Conmttee, and various task
gr oups.

Qur full coments for this neeting have been
submtted into the record to M. Haigh. And we will be
subm tting additional conrents on the July 31st
deadl i ne.

This route designation process has resulted in
docunents for public review that are inaccurate,
difficult to understand, and conpletely lacking in
scientific credibility. W do not accept these
prelimnary assessnents as sufficiently accurate to nove
forward with anything |ike a decision-nmaking process.

The network appears to have been devel oped from
the assunption that routes are to be closed unless there
is sone specific route attribute, such as private
property access or recreational value, that would
justify keeping it open

This after-the-fact rationalization and | ack of
credible criteria violates the Federal Land Policy
Managenment Act, the Administrative Procedures Act, and
is insufficient for any NEPA docunent. |It's certainly
al so not consistent with the goals of the California
Desert Conservation Area Plan that requires notorized

vehi cl e access be established in a balance of all the
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needs of the desert users.

The BLM shoul d step back, reconsider their
aggressive schedule for route designation in the West
Moj ave. And when they send this back to the appropriate
task group subconmittee, there should be a full and
conpl ete report and recommendati ons for how the process
is to proceed. Thank you.

MS. PILMER:  Supervisor McQuiston will be
foll owed by Steve Morgan.

MR JOHN MC QUI STON: Good evening. M/ nane is
John McQuiston, First District Supervisor, County of
Kern. | amalso a nenber of the California Desert
Advi sory Council, representing |ocal government.

And | would like to begin by sinply thanking
t he Bureau of Land Managenent for holding this public
meeting. It is truly ny sincere belief that involving
the public inproves governnental decision making. And
t hank you for allowing this forum

I am here tonight, though, to state ny reasons
for not supporting the proposed route designation
process and proposed changes. | wll discuss sonme of
the factors leading to how | cane to this position of
opposi tion based on what | believe to be flawed and
per haps an unl awful deci si on-maki ng process by the

agency.
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And, three, particular reasons lead to ny
concl usi on.

The first of ny statenents concerns the
pol ygons in the West Myjave Planning Area. Alittle
over a year ago, at the Desert Advisory Council neeting
in Ridgecrest, the subject of route designation was
pr esent ed.

Many nenbers of the public -- | know Council man
Morgan was there and | was there -- to make conment
regardi ng route designations, specifically what criteria
woul d be used to nake a decision on whether to close a
road or not, how would the specific criteria be
wei ghted, and an expl anation of the analysis to support
what ever the specific reconmendati on woul d be.

The response was that within a few nonths, the
proposal would be presented to the public with this
| evel of detail. On March 14, 2001, a public neeting
was hosted by BLM here at this sanme center to present
t hose route designati on changes.

There were 23 evaluation factors that were
presented. There was, however, no discussion on how
they were wei ghted or any description of the analysis of
how t he concl usi ons were reached.

W were inforned at that neeting that three

menbers of BLM staff with over 35 years of experience
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using aerial imagery devel oped the proposed route
designation analysis. As | recall, the three nenbers of
staff were a resource manager, a biologist, and a nenber
of | aw enforcenent.

Menbers of the public had questions about how
the factors were wei ghted, what analysis was used.

There was no expl anati on provi ded, nor any di scussion of
how t he staff reached their conclusion. Rather, the
expl anation was that these three nenbers of the staff
using their 35 years of experience, seven-year-old
aerial imagery, came to the proposed route designation
reconmendati ons.

Fol | owi ng t he di scussion of how the route
cl osures were devel oped, several nenbers of the public
asked the noderator if the agency would conduct a field
check of their reconmended route cl osures?

The answer seened to be no. So | personally
asked the BLM district manager if BLM was or was not
planning to field check their analysis? The answer was
no. | asked if he would be willing to reconsider? And
t he answer was no.

After many nonths of commtment to bring a
detail ed explanation of the route designation analysis,
t he recomended closures reflect to the public and for

all practical purposes nothing nore than the persona
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opi nion of three nenbers of BLM staff using their
seven-year old i magery, some undi sclosed scientific
data, and 35 years of field experience.

Let me nake an analogy. |If this were the field
of medicine, it would be |ike ne going and bei ng nmet by
a general practitioner, a specialist, and a security
guard, and they take a seven-year-old x-ray and nake a
di agnosi s.

No physical exam nation would be perforned, no
medi cal records kept. And if | did not agree with the
di agnosis, | could go -- | would be told to go to the
medi cal books, introduce reasons why they shoul d
reconsider their diagnosis. Qite frankly, in the field
of medicine, this would be known as mal practi ce.

My second focus deals with the California
Desert Conservation Area as a region, which is conprised
of three subregions: The West Mjave Planning Area, the
Nort heast Col orado Pl anni ng Area, and the Northeast
Moj ave Pl anning Area. Together, they conprise what we
call the California Desert Conservation Area.

The route designation process is not consistent
bet ween these regions. For exanple, in the NECO only
30 percent of the roads are currently being eval uated.
And in that plan, there are only five evaluation factors

bei ng consi der ed.
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VWereas here in the Wst Mjave Plan, there are
23 evaluation criteria. Wy five in one area and 23 in
another? To what extent is the difference between the
two i n managenent approach, if any? Shouldn't the goals
of the California Desert Conservation Area Managenent
Pl an, not necessarily managenent approach, be the
determ nate factor in form ng public policy decisions?

The California Desert Conservation Area is one
ecol ogi cal region. There should be one scientific and
managenent standard applied consistently throughout the
resource area.

Third, my last point deals wi th nodeling and
simul ation. Recently, as noted, a contract has been
made with CM Hill to develop a nodeling programthat is
i ntended to provide quantifiable, consistent standards
to devel op route designations. This nodel wll consider
several resource values and will devel op a mat hemati ca
algorithmto anal yze these resource val ues and establish
a consistent standard in the decision-naking process.

And | will deviate fromny script here for just
a nmonent. But, generally speaking, to validate a nodel,
you know when the inputs and the algorithmis right if
it replicates what currently exists. And the
recommended route changes that are being proposed really

shoul d be postponed until the nodel is conplete. And it
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shoul d be tested using the existing road infrastructure
today, not what's proposed, as the baseline.

If we don't follow this protocol, the result
will be using a scientific nmethodology to validate an
unscientific, procedurally flawed, and perhaps unl awf ul
di scretionary decision. W want science in the
deci si on- maki ng process, but not as a neans to validate
error. Just |ike conpound interest, this would be
conpound error.

My request is sinple: Develop and validate the
nodel i ng tool using the existing route structure as a
basel i ne before maki ng recommended cl osures. Let the
nodel create the alternatives, not validate a
predet erm ned outcome. Route designation is far too
i nportant an issue to all ow shoddy process. W cannot
under st and your deci si on-maki ng process and how you
reached your concl usi ons.

Road desi ghations should be based on good
sci ence and sound public policy. The decision-maki ng
process leading to the proposed route structure
presented today represents neither.

I do thank you for the opportunity to speak
And thank you for holding this public neeting.

M5. PILMER: Steve Morgan will be foll owed

Dorothy G Brown.
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MR, STEVE MORGAN: My nanme is Steven Mirgan. |
am a councilmn here in the city of Ridgecrest. | wll
not wax as el oquent as M. MQiston. But |I do have a
coupl e of concerns.

My first concern is: Now, | have been
attending the Task Group 1 neetings, and | have al so
been attending a subcomittee neeting for conpensation
And it is apparently clear to me that the two sides, if
you will, are conpletely 180 opposed. And | don't
believe that there is going to be any neaningful way to
cone to a reasonabl e concl usi on between the two groups
without it going to lawsuit, which we have al ready seen.

This concerns ne greatly in the process. [If we
truly are going to utilize this systemof trying to be
fair and equitable to both sides, we need to figure out
a way to stop opinion by |awsuit.

W have seen Surprise Canyon, now the Edwards
Bowl s areas, fenced off because of an agreenment to | ook
at certain areas. And we don't know for sure whether
those areas truly should have been cl osed off or not.
This trend is going to continue unless we figure out a
way to stop it.

Anot her one of ny concerns is that this process
is followi ng exactly what the inland Sierra C ub

guideline states: "All BLMIand shall be specified
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designated map and signed as open, limted, or closed.
The BLM shoul d adopt a 'cl osed unl ess open' policy to
all ow ORV use on all roads, trails, and routes.”

And that's what we are doing. And | don't
understand that. | think the process is upside down.
The | and was open. Prove that it should be closed. Not
close it and then make us prove that it should be open

Also, since it is blatantly apparent to ne that
the maps are not in any way, shape, or form accurate,
how can you expect us to defend ourselves? It is
i npossible. And if you take that one step further, as
this process is going on, it is apparent to nme that any
route that isn't designated up there that's left off is
going to be closed, and then we have to prove it needs
to be open. That's not correct. That shouldn't be.

And | know it's been an extrenely hard task.
And | know it's been acrinonious at best. But there is
one nore point | would Iike to make.

Not just reference the three subregi on maps
tonight. But | will reference all the subregion maps
that | have been able to look at. And I am no
mat hemati cian. But when | |ook at the total mleage of
routes and then | use -- you know, | try and | ook at how
much percentage is open and how rmuch percentage is

cl osed.
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VWhat | thought | would find is sonme type of
bell curve. If you roll dice, as we have all done in
grade school, you get a couple of 2s, you get a couple
of 12s, you get a bunch of 7s. You get this nice bel
curve.

Wl l, what | amseeing is this suspiciously
almost flat |ine between all these subregions. It |ooks
i ke sonebody picked a nunber and said, this is the
nunber we are going to shoot for in each and every one
of these subregions.

And | would like you to take a | ook at that.
woul d I'ike you to take a | ook at the total mleage, take
a look at the total closure, because -- and it's nore of
a percentage in every one of them And then | would
really like an explanation of why that nunber | ooks
al nrost the sanme. That doesn't appear correct to nme in
this process. Thank you.

M5. PILMER: Dorothy Brown will be foll owed by
Ron Schiller.

M5. DOROTHY BROMN:  Thank you, gentlemen. |
appreci ate what Carol had to say. That's the first tinme
| have heard sonebody consi der what people with
disabilities are up against with you people. And
guess "you people" is about as good a termas | can cone

up wth.
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I don't nake all of the planning neetings or
di scussion groups. | have a severe problemw th wal ki ng
any di stance. Both hips and one knee are replaced. And
| said | would never enter conments. But now | have for
the first time, really. | nade a comment, but it's been
i gnored. Most of us people who are di sabl ed are senior
citizens and have supported the governnent with taxes
and in many other ways just about all of our lives.

Now, in the years that we have left, we are
bei ng excluded in your preparations to close roads to
many of the places that we are no | onger able to wal k
to. | can give you instances of places | have been that
I would like to once again go |look at or go sit and
contenpl ate, sonme good tines | have had in sone of those
ar eas.

But in nost cases, even wheelchairs coul dn't
make it, because it's too rough to -- and they are not
motorized. But they couldn't make it, in a lot of the
pl aces that | would like to go, and | have been

I have wal ked al nbst the entire area of the El

Pasos in a period of about eight years. | know al nost
every canyon. | amon personal hellos with a ot of the
rocks and things in that area. | love it. | am not

going to be able to go, fellas.

The roads that are available at npst tines are
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difficult to drive due to notorcycl e whoop-de-doos. And
I am not saying get the notorcycles out. | don't
believe that, either. But you confine themto an area.
It's going to nmess up that road.

They are having their kind of fun. And | don't
want to interrupt that. The Rand Mountain area is a
perfect exanple. There are roads in Rand that | have
been able to drive at one tine. | spent about two years
in the Rands, by the way, prospecting, too.

But there are roads in the Rand I can't drive
with ny little four-wheel drive; because it's too
whoop-de-doo. Can't nake it. They are open roads, but
not for me, not in nmy car. Well, | have a four-whee
drive. But, still.

But the thing is, if you don't take into
consi deration some of us seniors who can't wal k, we are
going to rebel. | amgoing to nmove rocks, and | am
going to go where | darn well please. Thank you.

M5. PILMER. Ron Schiller will be foll owed by
Jerry Ginsley.

MR, RON SCHI LLER Here is an original and a
copy of others who couldn't nmake it tonight.

Ww, a |ot people have said a | ot of great
things tonight. Really pleased with the quality of sonme

of the comments.
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| have a brief statenent | would like to read.
But | would Iike to make a few comments that | kind of
canme up with as | listened here today. You nentioned
that you would entertain questions as we cane up wth.
You nmentioned tine frane, extending the time frane. How
do you propose to do that when a lot of these tine
franes are being driven by the lawsuit?

MR HAIGH There is alittle wiggle roomin
the I awsuit schedule that | think I mght be able to
play with. And if | can get Task G oup 2 to endorse it,
| think | can do it

MR, RON SCHI LLER Ckay. That would be good if
you could. | didn't see that much flexibility in there.
But | hope you are right.

One of the things that occurs to ne is that,
you know, as we | ook at the inpacts of vehicle use --
and a |l ot of people have correctly focused on the OHV
versus notorized access issue -- there are other
actually non-notorized issues that -- or enthusiasts
that could have a stake in this, as well.

And | woul d point out that, you know,
backpackers going to trail heads and hi kers -- however,
one that's often overlooked is actually the equestrian
groups need the access via vehicle.

Many of the groups have what they call poker
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rides, which are little fund raisers that they have.
Those generally require notorized access for support
vehicles to carry pop and drinks and the cards that they
distribute along the way. The endurance riders

absol utely need notorized vehicle access for vet checks
that are vital to the health of the horses as they
conpete in the conpetitive event.

That's mandatory, as far as the rules go. And
wi t hout notorized access, they would be elimnated from
a |l ot of these areas.

Thirdly, as far as the equestrian groups go,
there are long distance rides such as -- every year
during the Death Vall ey encanpnent, there are groups of
riders that | eave here, head for Death Valley on a
week-1ong ride. Those would be virtually inpossible
wi t hout notorized access to haul the hay and water and
feed and gear for the participants. So | would like to
clarify that even seem ngly non-notorized users of the
public | ands do require sone notorized use, as well.

One thing that occurs to ne is that the desert
tortoi se natural area south of the -- Ridgecrest here,
down toward California City -- the amazing thing to nme
is that that was established 30 years ago.

And it involves 39 square mles, whichis a

consi der abl e anount of acreage. And of that 39 square
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mles, all grazing, mning, and notorized access for al
types of notorized recreation have virtually been
elimnated fromthat area

Yet we still see a decline in that area of 95
percent tortoise popul ation drop, which has not really
been seen out in the notorized areas. And | can testify
to that with personal observations.

So | think that, you know, while we can --
while we can lay different blames on different things, I
think that we should | ook nore at the diseases and the
other factors that are affecting the tortoi ses and not
use it as an excuse to close off areas to other uses,
especially in areas |ike the El Paso Muntains, where
that's a Category 3 habitat. Anyway, | would like to go
ahead and read our statenent.

The current managenent actions taken by the
Bureau of Land Managenent in devel opnent of the proposed
route designations for the various polygons in the Wst
Moj ave Land Managenent Pl anni ng process are not
reasonabl e. The current proposals are not based on any
established criteria and only represents a quick and
dirty exercise in arbitrarily elimnating historic
access to public lands in the California desert.

In this case, the BLM has devel oped a set of

maps that would, if inplenented, elimnate the majority
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of access to our public land and thus forcing the public
to grovel and fight themin return for a portion of the
access. This is not the way the process is supposed to
wor K.

We contend that the route designation maps are
a red herring that the BLMwants us to chase instead
of -- instead of grasping -- a red herring that the BLM
wants us to chase. Instead of gasping, winging our
hands, and begging the BLMto give us sone of our road
back, the public should be demandi ng that the BLM
explain the rationale and the criteria used to determ ne
whi ch roads should be elimnated. W as the public not
to take the bait but instead demand that the BLM do
their job and do it right.

Don't be fooled by this process. It is not
bei ng driven by the National Environnental Policy Act as
required by current law. It is being driven by wealthy
environnental extrem sts from Tucson, Arizona, the
Sierra Club, and renegade BLM officials who cal
t hensel ves public enpl oyees for environnmental ethics who
are shouting, we will sue if we don't get our way.

This is well docunented on BLM web sites.

These road cl osures are based on nothing nore than an
attenpt to try to appease extrem sts' unquenchabl e

thirst for our public ands. They contend that our
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access is bad and sonmehow hurts the resources.

Sone of us recall when the so-called Desert
Protection Act was being pronoted as the panacea to save
the desert. Renmenber? W were told we would still have
all these areas left for nultiple use, and even 500, 000
acres for open, unrestricted vehicle play.

The result of the so-called Desert Protection
Act was to severely restrict access on nine mllion of
the 12 million acres of public land within the
California Desert Conservation Area.

Now, the extrem sts are conming for the rest.
And many of us are not willing to give any nore w t hout
serious opposition. This isn't about saving tortoises
or resources. It's about econom c control, advancing
t he agenda of environmental organizations, inplenenting
the wi | dl ands project, and rural cleansing.

Now is the tinme to draw the Iine in the sand
and say no nore, while we still have some access to our
public land. | would like to thank you for this
opportunity to express our concern.

M. PILMER: Jerry Ginsley will be foll owed by
Mary Grinsley.

M5. MARY GRI MSLEY: Needless to say, | am not
Jerry. He is ontravel. So | amhaving to read his

st at enent . It's for the Gear Ginders Four Weel Drive
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Cub. And | will begin.

My nane is Jerry Ginsley. | am president of
the Gear Ginders Four Wieel Drive Club of Ridgecrest.
My famly and friends have been going to the El Paso
Mount ai n and Red Mountain areas since 1968 and have
taken dozens of trips into these areas. | have been a
resi dent of Ridgecrest for 21 years. | amhere to
express ny frustration with the BLM and the trai
cl osure process.

I amfamliar enough with the El Pasos and Red
Mountains that | only rarely have to refer to a map as |
travel through the area. During nmy review of the E
Paso Mountain maps in particular, | find nultiple errors
which will adversely inpact the public's use of these
ar eas.

Typi cal of the discrepancies that | found are
the following: One, existing routes of travel which
have not been included in the maps, non-existent
routes -- two, non-existent routes which are recomended
as open routes of travel.

Three, routes which have been unserviceable for
many years due to storm danage are shown as open routes,
whi | e adj acent main access routes are cl osed.

Four, main access routes have been closed while

extremely hazardous adj acent routes are shown as open
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These | ast two di screpancies effectively deny access to
a large segnment of the current users unless |ong detours
are made.

Five, paved county roads are credited as open
routes for recreational access. How generous. This
appears to be a pre-established goal to reduce excess
route mleage by a certain percentage regardless of the
conditions on the ground.

Resource protection concerns serve only as a
convenient justification for the closures. The attitude
of the BLM seens to be that it is acceptable for themto
recomend cl osures based on topo maps and aerial photos,
while it is the public's responsibility to perform any
field checks.

Most of the public has to work for a living.
Most of the public does not have the tine or technical
training to do this job. This is the BLMs job; and you
are not doing it.

Before an existing route is closed, the Gear
Ginders Four \Weel Drive Cub demands an on-site
i nspecti on by know edgeabl e BLM personnel and interested
public representatives to verify that the stated
resource conflict really exists, followed by
recomendati ons on mtigation of the resource conflict.

Rout e cl osures should not -- should be the | ast
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resort when no other alternative is available. The back
country vehicle users in this area |l ost a great deal of
access with the passage of S-21. Further closures

wi thout justification are not acceptable. Further |oss
of nmy freedomis not acceptable. Jerry Ginsley.

I knew that there would be a | ot of people
giving a lot nore detail ed reasons why this process has
failed and flawed. And so | amdoing mne a little bit
nmore on a personal type of basis.

My nane is Mary Ginsley. And I ama worman who
enjoys traveling the back country roads and trails of
the western United States, including those around
Ri dgecrest. | basically enjoy the search for
out st andi ng scenery and vi stas, seeking a prehistoric or
historic site, watching for wildlife, and experienci ng
t he great outdoors.

| enjoy traveling easy roads as well as the
chal | enge of a rocky, steeper twisty trail. | choose to
do these things in ny jeep. W have al ways stayed on
the existing roads and trails in our travels, canping in
areas that are renote and away fromothers. W enjoy
the conpany of friends and famly while taking in the
solitude of the desert.

W al ways | eave these canp sites and trails

cl eaner than when we arrived. | started coming out to
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the El Paso area in 1968, and still to this day enjoy
t he beauty of the area.

During these 33 years, | have hel ped map the E
Paso Mountains three tines, with two of those nmapping
projects being turned over to the BLM \Where are those
maps? The first time was in the md-1970s, with ny
first club, the Wanderers, again in the early 1980s with
our current club, the Gear Ginders. W mapped roads,
trails, and guzzlers. \Were are these maps?

Therefore, | contend it is now the BLMs
responsibility to go out in the field and ground proof
the maps. There are non-existent roads being designated
in these -- on these maps as open and main trails being
cl osed using these aerial maps.

These maps do not show a clear picture of what
is actually on the ground. These aerial photos show up
animal trails, small and | arger washes, et cetera, as
roads or trails. |In actuality, they are just that,
animal trails and washes.

These non-trails, along with the actual roads
and trails on the ground, make the area | ook |ike
spaghetti on a map, when the real story on the ground is
a low to noderate concentration of trails. Dead-end
trails allow for dispersed canping or entry to a

favorite hunting or gemand mneral collection site,
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whil e through or loop trails disperse users into
multiple areas and avoid conflicts.

| raised my son in the back of ny famly jeep.
And he now wi shes to raise his daughter and son in the
back of his. Teach themthe respect -- teaching them a
respect and a love for the animals, plants, and the
beauty that is out there.

It is this healthy fam|ly-oriented recreation
that is now endangered, this outlet for famlies to
spend quality tine together while planning, packing,
canpi ng, and cl ean-up afterwards that needs protection
W have suffered through way nore road closures in
this -- closures in this area than we care to count.

The elitist agenda of the radica
environnent al i st groups to exclude humans fromthe
equation nust be put to rest. Seeking a m ddle comon
ground where education of the public as to proper use of
our public lands should be the agenda, not shutting them
out. Any closures should be based on good science.

Thank you for having this neeting and entering
into public record these and all the comments that you
have heard tonight. | would also |like to say, we
would -- recently just took a trip up Horse Canyon to
McGuyver Spring.

And ny husband said, geez, this road is getting
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really whooped out. All the nmotorcyclists are using it.
| said, well, look around. Al the notorcycle trails
have been closed in this area.

And the nore you cl ose, the nore concentrated
the users are going to be and the nore beat up the
trails are going to be. And then you are going to throw
up your hands and say, oh, ny God, we can't allowthis
to happen. And then you will want to cl ose those, too.
So it's -- enough is enough

MS. PILMER: The next speaker will be Dick
Moon, to be foll owed by Jennifer Foster.

MR DI CK MOON: Thank you for this opportunity.
Everybody has stole ny thunder. | have not nuch left to
say. You have all covered just about everything I
needed to say.

But | would pose a rhetorical question to you.
| don't need an answer. But how many nore neetings do
you need to sit through like this? Because you hear the
same thing over and over and over. Start |istening.

Everybody is telling you your maps are fl awed.
The programis flawed. The whole plan is flawed. The
time limt that's been inposed on us is too short. W
can't reviewall this in the time you have given us.

And the maps are not good.

But we keep telling you this in nmeeting after



36



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

nmeeting. | have attended several of your neetings. You
keep hearing the same things over and over. And now you
are going to take these comments and go back. And what
do you do with these comments? Where do they go? You
are not listening. How many tinmes do you need to be

tol d?

Al | can say about the El Pasos out there is,

I have been there hundreds of tines, love the area
dearly. The area is known for -- historically because
of all the mning and prospecting going on there. The
roads have been out there for over hundreds of years.
And | have seen no detrinental effect because of it.

So why are you taking themaway if there is no
detrimental effect? They have been there for hundreds
of years. So what's it going to do by taking them away?
Like this last lady has said, it will inpact other
areas. And that scares nme badly. Because then those
areas will be proposed to be cl osed.

And you tal k about co-existence with the
animals, with the desert tortoise, with the Mjave

ground squirrel, all the rest of this, the raptors out

there. | don't see any degradation there, either. |
see an abundance of plant life, animal life.
Everywhere | go in the El Pasos, | see an

abundance of plant and animal life. None of this is
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dimnishing. So why is it necessary to take it away?
You have heard all this. How many nore tines do we need
to say it?

M5. PILMER  Jennifer Foster will be foll owed
by David Matt hews.

M5. JENNI FER FOSTER M nane is Jennifer
Foster. | amfrom Hesperia, California.

| have great concerns that the BLMis in
vi ol ati on of the NEPA process with this plan. As VWEMD
has progressed over the last ten years, | amnot aware
of any continuing Notices of Intent being filed with the
Federal Registry.

The information furnished to ne by the BLM has
been -- has been very frustrating and full of
i naccuraci es. Route designation has been nmade with
severely out-of-date information.

I wish to see supportive and current
docunentation for all route closures and expansi ons of
wildlife habitat. After researching the plan, | feel
there is no consideration given to the disabled public.
Wth these closures, the BLMis conpletely violating the
rights to the Anericans with Disabilities to due
process. 60 percent of Americans are elderly and/or
di sabl ed.

My off-road vehicle is a horse. | need



38



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

notori zed access to get my horse there. Thank you.
M5. PILMER: David Matthews will be foll owed by

Jeanni e Haye.

MR, DAVI D MATTHEWS: Thank you. | have
submtted a letter in witing to -- of the first couple
of statements that | would Iike to make. | choose to
say that | like to represent nyself, ny grandchildren

and the general public.

My first statenment -- it's in the letter -- is
that | believe the West Mjave Pl anning process and a
ot of the Desert Protection Act itself are
unconstitutional. | will not say on what basis that
believe that at this tine; because there nmay be people
| ooking into the validity of this claim

Secondly, | want to state that | back the
Desert Advisory Conmittee's notion to extend the comment
period. This was nade at their June 16th neeting right
here in this room

I amnot just being a copy cat. But | have
found it difficult as a 70-year-old grandparent to do
ground checks, especially when the comment period and
t he maps becane avail able right as the desert
tenperatures started to rise. | find that | cannot
tolerate the desert heat |ike | used to.

Al so, as anot her backup, which after | wote
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that letter, | happened to renmenber, it's already been
nmentioned that there are sone inaccuracies in all of the
maps. And on the field trip for the Desert Advisory
Council, | was going along -- only I left the field trip
to come back and attend anot her |uncheon neeting here in
Ri dgecrest with the intent of reconvening with them
later in the afternoon on the designated route.

VWll, | |ooked at the map that they had
provided. And not know ng exactly where they were, |
t hought perhaps | would go to a point where | knew they
shoul d be eventually and wait.

Believe it or not, | got lost. | just had to
back track and gave up. Because what | found out there
was that there was routes on the ground that were not on
the map. So | didn't know which one to go, because it
wasn't marked or anyt hi ng.

And finally -- sorry, one -- | have one
guestion, also. On the -- regarding CHZM Hi I, it's
quite an unusual nane for a conpany outfit. Were they
sel ected by conpetitive bid?

MR HAIGH The answer is yes.

MR, DAVE MATTHEWS: Ckay. The reason | ask
that is because, | don't know how biased they are. |
have nothing in their background at all. | just heard

about themwhen | got this thing today -- yesterday,
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excuse ne.

And ny final coment is this: Sunday night --
I have a nephew that resides in Maine. And his birthday
was July 5th. And | called himfor a bel ated birthday
wi sh, found out that he had gone out and bought hinself
a new dirt bike.

| said, do you have adequate areas to ride in?
And he said, oh, yeah, we have got all kind of areas
back here. | got an old -- gravel pits and whatnot wth
mles and miles. | can ride all over the place.

| said, you are lucky you are not out here
where you have to contend with the BLM

He said, BLM what's that?

MS. PILMER Jeannie Haye will be foll owed by
Mari e Brashear. And that's the |last request to speak
formthat we have. So if there is anyone that's w shing
to speak, we will bring it up

JEANNIE HAYE: Hi . Thank you for being here.
And it's good to join with you. And | have so nuch in

common wi th many of you, and perhaps not quite

ever yt hi ng.

| identify with what sone others have said. |
ama senior citizen. | have a debilitating illness that
[imts ny hiking. | own an SUW. And at |east sone of

you, | ama nmenber of Friends of Jawbone. Also, for
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what it's worth, | earned ny living for years as a
mat hematician. So | amone. And | ama Sierra Cub
| eader.

| want to say a couple of things in response to
what others have said. One is, | utterly agree with the
peopl e who believe in signing, that signing is
inmportant. | agree with that. | have been lost on the
ground trying to do what was legally permssible. That
was one thing.

Anot her thing -- well, let me go on. Math
nodel s came up. | would point out that if one could
take data and not hi ng changed whil e doi ng those nodel s
or getting the data and then nodeling it, | could see
the point in waiting.

In a case that we have here, change happens al
the tine. So | find nyself wondering if it's ever
possible to get data to an entirely accurate nodel .
VWhen | worked for the Navy, we did not put off doing a
nodel because we didn't know what exactly woul d happen
if a bonb hit one of our ships. W nodel ed, anyway,
with the best data we had.

So | really, strongly think that although we
need to get those benchmark data very quickly, we do
need to go ahead and inplenent this process. | respect

that it's inportant that we are all part of the process.
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But | think we need to renenber its goals and get on
with them

Ten years is a long tinme. There has been a | ot
of change out there in those ten years. W can't get
those ten years back. There is no way we can bring to
life animals. W can't do that -- or plants.

kay. One thing I have found out in talking
with a wildlife biologist is that nost routes, as we
know from our use as human beings -- it's also true for
wildlife and plants -- they are not interchangeable. |
think that you would agree that the routes you like to
use are probably not utterly interchangeable wth other
uses.

You woul dn't be part of this process if you
didn't care about which routes you were using. And what
I found out is that different species react differently
to the presence of humans whether they conme in notorized
vehi cl es, on foot, however they cone.

And that |izards and tortoise, for instance,
respond differently than bigger animals to roads or
trails. O whatever is there may depend -- even a
wildlife corridor is different for different species.

| respect the work that's been done in the
Rands by BLM and volunteers. And | think closing sone

routes -- and | know that sone have been | eft open. And
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that is probably appropriate, in general. C osing and
rehabbi ng sone routes have been hel pful. Still,
rehabilitation is not exactly restoration. W can't
utterly do restoration. W don't even know what was

t here before human i npact.

But it's not clear how we can even have nuch
success for the tortoise and other parts of the
ecosystem t oget her without setting aside sone n nimum
sized roundi sh areas. | am encouraged by the recent
monitoring in the Rands and hope that gives us benchmark
data that we can start using now to detern ne whet her
t he system devel oped there is neeting soil, science, and
ot her environnental needs.

If it is, this mght be a very prom sing
approach. But | don't think we can wait for all the
data to be in fromeverywhere. Because by the tinme it
is, it will be changed.

As a nenber of Friends of Jawbone, | appreciate
the inmportance of including the local public in the
pl anni ng process and in support -- and need for our
support of inplenentation. And I think education and
cooperation are a nust.

Still, sone closures are a reality. Just to
rem nd everyone, this land belongs to all Anericans.

Al'l Anericans are paying the taxes that support things
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i ke, anobngst others, this neeting.

So it's based on recent polling results,
Anericans are nore and nore in favor of environnental
protection for our public lands. Even so, it's not a
popul arity contest. The job of BLMis to carry out the
I aw.

| represent over 100 | ocal people and over
500, 000 nationwide in the Sierra C ub who hope you will
do so as soon as possible. Thank you.

M5. PILMER: Marie Brashear will be foll owed by
Al Huey.

M. SOPHIA MERK:  Well, as you can tell, | am
not Marie Brashear. She couldn't make it. But | am
readi ng the statement for her. And the follow ng
coments are submtted on behalf of Marie Brashear, who
could not be here this evening.

BLMis attenpting to prejudice the outconme of
the NECO, NEMO, and WEMO pl ans by committing resources
to rehabilitate roads. W know this neans close. Prior
to a decision being made to close a road, how do you do
t hat ?

Cl ose a road before actually receive any input,
eval uating the input, including the decision and one or
nore alternatives in an environnental document, and then

publ i shing the deci sion.
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None of this has happened. The BLMis in
violati on of the NEPA requirenent to conmt no resources
whi ch m ght prejudice the outconme of the planning
process.

The route designation process appears to be
subj ect to one or nore policy decisions which have not
been submtted to the public, nor have they been
published as CFRs, and are in fact not policy of the
BLM

These policies seemto be, A, wherever
possi ble, there will be no roads to dead ends and, B, no
road will be designated across private property or one
access per private property. Unfortunately, the maps do
not prove to detail which includes all private property.
One acre and two-and-a-hal f-acre parcels are not shown.

BLM appears to be taking every citizen's right
under California law to assert proscriptive rights. |
am not sure they are allowed to do this. Needs
clarification.

Four, BLM has not kept its word, in that it has
not listed roads to be closed individually with the
reasons to close. |In fact, the BLM has provided
groupi ng of roads and a giant |list of reasons. Each
reason does not apply to each and every road proposed

for closure in the group.
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Five, ny input on the El Paso route designation
process is that all roads nust remain open. Al are
needed and provi de access for one reason or anot her

Si x, BLM has denied citizens the right to
appeal policy, procedures, application of regul ations,
and the like by requiring the public to skip over
decisions by the state director and the secretary and
announci ng that the public nust go to the IBLA. | am
not sure that the |ocal desert district has the
authority to do this. W need clarification by the
secretary.

These are just a few of ny concerns. Sorry,

again, | cannot be there. Marie Brashear. Thank you.
MR AL HUEY: |I'mAl Huey. I'ma loca
Ri dgecrest citizen. | just have to -- one question

before I get started.

I notice that we have the stenographer here,
and that this is being videotaped. For the organization
| represent, Ridgecrest Citizens for Constitutiona
Government, is -- will that be available in a transcript
and a video cassette that we could get a copy of?

MR HAIGH W are in charge of the transcript
over here. W could nmake copies of those avail able.

You can talk to the videographer. W are not sponsoring

t hat .
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MR AL HUEY: \Who is?

MR HAIGH | don't know

THE VI DECGRAPHER: We can talk |ater

MR AL HUEY: kay. Again, ny nane is Al Huey.
Committee menbers -- | thought there would be a
committee here tonight -- guests, and el ected officials,
I was going to speak to you toni ght about RS 2477,
ri ghts-of -way.

But in researching this in preparation for
toni ght, | discovered sonething very interesting. The
Bureau of Land Managenment has had this argunent before
them nunmerous tines in the past. In fact, there are
several court cases on the books regarding this. The
BLM | ost many of those cases, the Court favoring either
the State or the citizens that brought the suits.

So realizing this fact, | changed nmy direction
at the eleventh hour. The last time that | spoke to
the -- to a gathering of BLMofficials, | spoke on state
sovereignty and states' rights.

Sonme of what | spoke of that night seened to be
new i nformation to those whom| addressed. In fact,
many acted as if it were new information that m ght have
been withheld fromthem | hope ny statenent tonight
wi || have the sane inpact.

In recent years, many of the western states
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have had several |and disputes with the BLM as we in

Ri dgecrest face here today. But it is not only the BLM
that has cone into the Indian Wlls Valley. No. W
have al so had the Environnmental Protection Agency visit
us and try to bring the big armof federal governnent
down on our community relating to air and water quality
st andar ds.

In these recent years, there have been sone
brave nmen and woman who have attenpted to stand up
agai nst these agencies: The Sagebrush Rebellion, the
Jaw Bridge Shuttle Brigade, the Bucket Brigade from
Klamath Falls, to nention just a few.

VWhen and where do the federal governnent get
the authority to turn the water off and in doing so
destroy an entire farmng conmmunity? This is happening
today in Klamath Falls. It was just |ast week that
across this nation we celebrated our nation's
i ndependence.

225 years ago, a small group of nmen banded
toget her and took a bold step and wote our Declaration
of | ndependence. Many have the m sconception that they
did this because of high taxes, when in reality, taxes
had little to do with it.

Those brave nmen decl ared their independence

because of lost rights and freedons. Today we see the



49



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

same thing occurring again. People are losing their
rights and freedons all across these United States.

I won't waste this conmttee's valuable tine by
reading the entire Declaration of |Independence. But I
woul d beg your patience in allowing nme to read but a
portion of it. W would also suggest that it m ght be
well for the committee and el ected officials to refresh
thenmsel ves with this docunent.

The declaration in part states, and | quote:
VWhen in the course of human events it becones necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected themto -- with one another, and to
assune anong themthe powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the | aws of nature and of
nature's God entitle them a decent respect to the
opi nion of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which inpel themto separation

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all nen are created equal, that they are endowed by
their creator with certain inalienable rights, that
anong these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happi ness.

That to secure these rights, governnents are
instituted anong them deriving their just powers from

t he consent of the governed. That whenever any form of
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gover nment becones destructive of these ends, it is the
right of the people to alter or to abolish it and to
institute new governnent, laying its foundation on such
principles and organizing its powers in such formas to
them shall seemnost likely to affect their safety and
happi ness.

We therefore, the representatives of the United
States of America in general Congress assenbl ed,
appealing to the suprene judge of the world for the
rectitude of their intentions to do in the nanme and by
the authority of the good people of these col onies do
sol emmly publish and declare that these united col onies
are and are right ought to be free and i ndependent
states, that they are absolved fromall allegiance to
the British Crown.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | firmy believe that the
representatives of the BLMw Il go forward fromtoni ght
with their proposed plan whether we like it or not.
Their own history dictates their direction. And from
what | have read and observed, nothing that any of us
say here tonight will sway them

| therefore direct ny plea to those |ovely
elected officials that are in attendance here tonight.
Each of you took an oath of office. Wth your hand

rai sed, you swore to uphold and defend our state and
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federal constitutions against all enem es, foreign and
donesti c.

Are the public offices you hold so inportant
that you woul d di shonor your oath of office in order to
continue in office? | hope this is not the case.
pray that we have sone who woul d not allow an oppressive
federal governnent to heavy handedly push them and their
conmuni ty around.

Qur constitution was witten purposely to limt
t he powers of government. Yet today many seemto ignore
this docunent. The BLM office over off of R chnond Road
should in fact not even be there, nor should any of us
shoul d be in attendance at this neeting tonight.

Until our government abides by the
constitution, we can look forward in the future to many
nore neetings such as this, trying to persuade the
governnment to allow us to keep a piece of the pie, and
then learning later they ate the whole thing thensel ves.

If I thought it possible to do again what our
founding fathers did, when they pledged their I|ives,
their fortunes, and their sacred honor, | would. But
the conmon nman stands little chance agai nst the
gover nnent of today.

| therefore am convinced that those we el ect

today nust fight the revolution for us. They nust take



52



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

their oaths of office seriously and stand behind the
constitution. They can do this with great honor
Because there are many not present in this roomtonight;
because they believe in that constitution to the degree
of giving their lives so that we might continue this
great experinent. Let us not dishonor themor let them
down by shrugging this responsibility.

The Kern County Sheriff has declared that he
will not seek office in the next elections. The
Ri dgecrest Citizens for Constitutional Government is
committed to finding an individual who understands the
powers of the office of sheriff. The citizens of this
val | ey deserve and desire a sheriff of the |ikes of
Arizona Sheriffs Joe Orpio or Sheriff Mack. We will do
our best to see that Kern County's next sheriff has an
under standi ng of his constitutional authority.

VWhen they finished witing our constitution, an
ol d woman approached M. Franklin and asked hi m what
sort of constitution he had given then? H s reply was,
"Arepublic, ma'am if you can keep it."

My cl osing question to all of us here tonight
is, can we? Thank you.

MS. PILMER: The next speaker will be Steve
Ivey, to be followed by Dick Tayl or

MR, STEVE | VEY: Howdy. M nane is Steve |lvey.
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| amrepresenting nyself tonight. |1 amalso the field
trip coordinator for CFM5. | was actually witing ny
notes as | was sitting here; because | got notification
of this neeting only yesterday, |ike nost people in this
room which | don't feel is very adequate tine, since
have a famly to maintain and don't have a lot of tinme
to make these neetings.

The -- also, it's a rather long distance from
where | live. | don't live in this area. But | do
frequent Last Chance Canyon, a lot of the desert. |
enj oy the desert.

One thing that | have noticed is that we have
had the BLM representatives conme to talk to the club
before. And sone of the things that they have tal ked
about is the desert tortoise issue, which the [ady from
the Sierra dub brought up and other people here have,
al so. The BLMrepresentative hinmself said that nost of
the desert tortoise |oss is because of ravens, because
of the influx of trash dunps due to devel opnents, and
al so heat in the desert.

I would like to hope the Sierra Club luck in
trying to change the environment. Because 19,000 years
ago, the California desert was sonewhat of a rain forest
with palmtrees and everything el se. The desert is

drying out. And it's going to continue to do that no
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matter how much you try.

That's what's killing nost of the tortoises,
along with the ravens. It doesn't tend to be people
driving nor people walking, collecting mnerals. Most
of the dead tortoises |I have found through ten years of
desert collecting have been in washes, probably at |east
half a mle to a mle away fromthe cl osest road.

They have one scale missing in the back. They
have been pecked to death by a raven. They have fli pped
over in a wash far away fromany vehicle travel. This
isn't because of peoples’ wllfulness to destroy the
desert. But it's a natural phenonenon.

The other thing I would like to suggest is that
the BLMis being very unfair in its route designations.
VWen | lead field trips, nost of ny nmenbers that attend
my field trips are 50 plus. | amnot saying that those
are senior citizens by any fact; because | am 42 now,
and I find nyself having nore and nore hard tinme going
t hrough the desert.

If you close an area where ny cl osest access is
two mles, four mles away, which many of your routes
here have done, closing sone wash access -- which there
are roads that do cone up sone washes. They termnate
bef ore the wash gets too narrow.

Most of the things -- parallel washes, like in
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the South Cadies. And | always stay on an established
network of roads. Wat you are doing is you are taking
an established network of roads, and you are destroying
it. You are not creating an established network of
roads. You are taking it apart.

The people that go on ny field trips would
never be able to go to the desert again. They would
never be able to go field collecting. You are denying
the public their access to their public |ands by these
road closures. And that's unfair. And it's being
ranr odded down the public's throat.

Anyway, the -- that's basically what | have to
say. | amgoing to try to attend nore of these
meetings. And | will make nore of ny notes ahead of
time, rather than jotting themdown as | sit. | do want
to let you know that nost of the people out there are
quite upset. It's not fair. Thank you.

MS. PILMER:. The next speaker is Dick Tayl or
And then we have no further request-to-speak fornmns.

MR, DI CK TAYLOR  Gentlenmen, nmy nane is Dick
Taylor. | represent the California Of-Road Vehicle
Associ ation, CORVA. | also race amateur desert racing
with District 37 of the AMAY. [It's getting disgusting
com ng to these neetings and finding that nmuch of the

i nput that mnyself and ny famly put into it gets
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shel ved. At least that's the appearance.

| live in Bakersfield. | run a fam |y business
that nmy father started in 1953. | got into town |ate.
My famly and | have been recreating in the desert for
decades. W have been teaching our kids sensible and
responsi ble recreation, off-road riding, for years.

And it goes, basic principles of taking care of
the Iand, be respectful of others, don't tear stuff up
And | think the way the BLM -- not just the BLM This
goes to a lot of |and nanagenent agencies -- view public
access to lands, if our officials that run our
interstate road systens viewed it the sane way, we
woul dn't have anybody on any roads.

Because if sonebody m sbehaved or did sonething
wrong, we would shut the whole thing down because of the
few people that did the wong thing. And that's kind of
the way | feel this is going. Because of the few
n' er-do-wells, people that are di scourteous and do the
stuff the wong way, the rest of us that all do stuff
the right way are being punished.

That al so saddens ne, to see people of the
World War |1 generation get drug down here that fought
Amrerica's battles, so they could come back hone here and
have access to |and, be able to recreate and have a free

country -- ny father has passed away. But he enjoyed
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t hat .

And | see a lot of this, nowthat they are
dyi ng, and ny generation -- the generation -- | amin ny
m d-40s, comes along -- | feel like a lot of this is
just being taken away because that old World War |
generation that believed in that stuff is not going to
be around any nore to stick up for it.

And it's really sad to see a lot of that stuff
happened. | amall for protecting the environnent. |
just think a ot of the unbal anced environnmentalismis
what's caused the problens here. | will make one
specific point, and I will stop ny conments.

The BLM does not have an accurate inventory of
its existing routes. The route designati on naps were
devel oped using ol d aerial photographs that have not
even been ground proved for accuracy.

| talked to one BLMofficial -- when
guestioned himat one the |last nmeetings we had a few
weeks ago, maybe a nonth ago -- how he -- if they had
actually verified a specific trail. It was a coyote

trail or a deer trail or an off-road vehicle trail

He said, well, we can tell.
Wl |, sonetinmes | think maybe aeri al
phot ography can't tell. | think a lot of these trails

have not been ground proofed for accuracy. Wthout an
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accurate inventory, a reasonable route network cannot be
devel oped. The BLMis depending on the public to field
check the maps.

Thank you very much.

MS. PILMER: The next speaker is Gegory Baske
And he will be followed by Brad Tanas.

MR, GREGORY BASKE: | am Gregory Baske from 609
W drose, Ridgecrest. | have lived in the desert for
about 40 years. And | have heard a | ot of good things
t oni ght .

I am adamantly opposed to any nore cl osures of
roads. Every time | go out in the desert, there is nore
roads closed. The roads that are out there are used.
VWhen | was younger, | would see a |ot nore people out in
the desert. But now |l don't see quite as many.

| think it has to do with the feelings they get
fromthe BLMthat it's restricted. It's still public
land. And we should still be allowed to use it. | am
getting older. And | have grandchildren. And | want to
be able to take themout there.

And ny wife is not as nobile as nmyself. And
she needs to be driven to a lot of the places that now
are closed. She can't walk that well.

And it has to do with a I ot of ol der people,

too. This is still a free country, from what |
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understand. And we should be able to go out and use our
land. W pay taxes on it.

So a lot of good things have been said tonight.
I won't get into details. A lot of the details were
al ready spoken about the tortoises, which | still see
tortoises around quite often in ny travels. And a |ot
of them are pecked to death by ravens.

I amgoing to close with, | hope that the BLM
scopes this adequately and satisfies the public.
Because we are the people that pay your wages. Thank
you.

MS. PILMER:. The next speaker is Brad Tanas.
And, again, this is the | ast requested speaker formthat
| have.

MR, BRAD TANAS: Hello. Thank you. 1, like
Steve, only received ny notice yesterday. And we cane
up here fromthe valley, San Fernando Valley. |
represent the Del Air Rockhounds. | am president of the
club, and have been a nenber for the last, past four
years. The club has opened up a new hobby to nyself, to
many new nmenbers and friends who enjoy rockhoundi ng,
canpi ng, and hiking in the desert.

I have found not hing nore enjoyable and
educational than canping, hiking, and socializing with

friends and fam |y under the stars. W dry camp. W
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pack it in. W pack it out. W see and observe nany
pl ants, insects, aninmals, and birds.

My son and | and many new cl ub nenbers and ol d
cl ub menbers have a true appreciation for the desert.
W have | earned nore about geol ogy, climte, plants and
animal s and insects than any other class or book. W
collect, cut, polish, display our creations in shows to
share for all the community to appreciate

There was a recent show up in Paso Robles. It
was a California Federation M nerol ogi cal Show. And
people fromall over the state descended on Paso Robl es.
It was |ike two weeks ago.

Qur nenbers are young and old. d osing access
prevents or restricts our collecting areas. d osing
access puts hobbiests at a risk by having to hike |onger
and further to favorite collecting spots.

One rhetorical question: Wat is a safe
di stance for a hobbiest to hike in the desert and to
return to a favorite spot without putting their health
and family at risk? Restricting access is forcing nore
people into that situation

And let ne just close with: The peace and
solitude of canping in renpote areas cannot be expl ai ned
or described. It has to be experienced. Thank you.

M. PILMER: W do have additional speakers.
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Paul Kober. And he will be followed by Leroy Corlett.

MR, PAUL KOBER  (Good evening. M name is Paul
Kober. | ama representative of CORVA, California
O f-Road Vehicle Association. | also ama nenber of the
Friends of Jawbone and the Friends of El M rage.

There are not many things that | could state
toni ght that have not already been said. As you know,
M. Haigh, | have been connected with this programfor
quite sonme time. And it is becom ng very frustrating.

| left the house this norning at 6:30 fromthe
San Fernando Valley. | wll probably get home tonight
around 11:30. So | amdedicated to this process of
meeting with the BLM

But sonetines | say | should just go riding now
while | still have a opportunity, while there is still a
place to go riding. | have traveled nost of the trails
in the Red Rock area since 1962, many times up close and
personal, that | do not |like to remenber. | know many
of these areas. And many of the areas now are cl osed.

You have heard all of this tonight. So I will
try to make it short. Let's get on with the program and
do something with it. Either stop it, give us sonething
to work with. Let's nove on

I just want the recreational people to be

heard. That's why | decided to make comments. But
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everything that's been said over and over for the |ast
several neetings that we have had -- so let's do

something with these comments and finish this program

Thank you.

M5. PILMER. The | ast speaker | have is Leroy
Corlett.

MR, LEROY CORLETT: M nane is Leroy Corlett.
| live here in Ridgecrest. | amjust a nmenber of the
silent mgjority. | just wanted to |let you know that

fully agree with the speakers who spoke against this
plan as it's presented. And | particularly agree with
the Kern County representatives and what they said.

I am concerned that you have not addressed the
concerns of the disabled people being able to have
access to the areas you have taken away.

And the last coment is the CHMH |II. Right
now, you are a reputable conpany in the engineering
busi ness. | woul d suggest that you reconsider --
reeval uate your getting involved in this process because
of the ethical inplications of the outconme of this.
Thank you.

M5. PILMER: Do we have any other individuals
who w shed to speak tonight?

MR HAIGH Well, | think CHRMH || certainly

sees they have a chall enge ahead of themin the next few
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months. And | think I will pledge they will do their
darndest to work closely with you folks.

I would like to thank you for com ng here
tonight. | would like to remnd you, | nentioned that
there will be a Task Goup 2 neeting. That's our
subcommittee that is working with route designation
issues in Victorville at the G een Tree Inn on the 25th
of July beginning at 6 p.m at night.

It will be an evening neeting, 6 to 9 p.m. W
wi || be discussing sone of these issues again,
specifically tal king about schedul e and other itens.

You m ght keep an eye again on our West Mjave Wb Page.
That |ists upcom ng neetings, mnutes, that sort of
t hi ng.

And for those of you who need to find the
address for it, we will have that available at the back
The address is WWVYdot - CA- dot - BLM dot - GOV- sl ash- CDD, as
in California Desert District, slash-WEMD dot-HTM.. And
that's the last of it. | promse.

But by going to that, you can get good
i nformation on what's going on in this. Al right.
Again, | would like to thank you for com ng tonight. W
have sone maps on the wall. If you want to hang around,
we will have several people here to talk to you.

Thanks.
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(The neeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m)

---000---

CERTI FI CATE

I, DDANA S. CRANE, C. S.R 10030, in and
for the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng 64-page proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand at the tinme and pl ace
stated herein, and represent at true and correct
transcript of the proceeedi ngs.

| further certify that I amnot interested
in the event of this action

Wtness ny hand this day of

, 2001.

Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the
State of California
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